
M A G M A
Egyptian, Greek and Roman sculptures

Galerie Chenel 













MAGMA

MMXXIII

17  October  -  26  November





Lanzarote ,  The Canary  Is lands





MAGMA

A vibrant  exhibit ion,  with  two approaches .

First ,  geological ly ,  through sculptures  we col lected made f rom 
basal t ,  granite  and andesi te  rocks ,  dat ing f rom Egypt ’ s  predynast ic 
per iod to  the  Graeco Roman per iod.  It  i s  fabulous  to  think that 
these  magmatic  mater ia ls  made their  way  to  us  f rom the  very  depths 
of  the  Earth.  Fol lowing a  volcanic  explos ion,  br ight  red lava  cools 
and sol idi f ies ,  becoming brown or  crysta l l ine ,  and turns  to  rock. 
Wel l  before  our  t ime,  mesmerised by  the  r iches  under  their  feet , 
humans  extracted blocks  to  give  shape to  their  des ires .  Known 
for  their  s trength and toughness ,  these  rocks  were  magni f icent ly 
carved and are  now enigmatic  treasures . 

Secondly ,  for  our  exhibit ion,  we a lso  wanted to  transport  you 
to  Pompei i  to  dream of  Mount  Vesuvius .  The erupt ion of  that 
destruct ive  and fasc inat ing volcano occurred in  AD 79,  burying 
Pompei i  under  a  b lanket  of  ash.  History  st i l l  a t tests  to  the  beauty 
and re f inement  of  those  s i tes ,  which reveal  a  Pompei ian  taste  that 
has  spanned centur ies ,  s t i l l  inspir ing us  today. 

Alongside  our  works ,  p ictures  of  the  f iery  landscapes  of  Lanzarote , 
with  i ts  b lack,  brown and reddish  volcanic  soi ls ,  provide  a  contrast 
between wi ld  nature  and rocks  wrought  by  human hands.













TITRE
DATATION

MATÉRIAU

HEIGHT: XX CM. WIDTH: XX CM. DEPTH: XX CM.

Officturit alit aboribus eosant explaut auda quam qui di 

cusae cum rem alistore presed magnit ea doluptat.

Aque nitatinctius illam, veliquat.

Fuga. Hitatia volupit atiorem volut dem res de et 

volore, audi doloruptati coreicid quation eum dolumquo 

eaquatur? Ad ma doloratis et a excea sequias quosa 

dolesequi rem sinimi, ommoluptas sitia sincto mos et es 

minisquist autesti buscili quatiatiur sunditis est expero 

iunt que aut aut molorernam, ut eventiorum quia eaque 

voluptam volupta doluptas erferibus earcima gnatur acim 

et velenisqui rem vent ium sum faccume nissit aliam quo 

consed estiam ex eaqui blaudiatur?

De et fugia soluptatem il ex etur, voluptat ium que 

everrumet voluptatenis res erum iusam re pero di andam, 

sunt ut doluptatus eatquis estotaerate plab ium hilitia 

tiaectum sit eati odi consequi blandi nit, ut alis alibus 

suntur aut as quas atur ma aut idelit, que seditio millam ea 

cuptur? At erovid quia conseque re volendis ut optiae ini 

reped qui nost ut quatat aut abor si ut maiorento mintiis 

audit harum rae alitatur sitati odi tem etur?

In commo il eos doluptio. Itatur?

Us et exces ipsum invel ius nim qui nati autatur? Ne quat 

porit voloreni officiatur? Qui dipsae. Nequias nestibe 

rectus prepudi officatus molor rem et ut aut modiand 

isquiaeped quae quide sequo quamusam quas nemquiae 

cone nempero tem est, quametur alitat lautem necae etum 

que natquat.

Luptati andit, noneceaque vid maio. Omnis aut aut inctas 

maxime sequistestes ad ut aspit omnis doles asperiorum 

nonse et que rest quam esti audi re sernat reperib usciet 

a diti ut occatiu mquatesed eum qui volorioris quasimus 

endusdam, sitatur, quatate ped ut harum debisitint.

Simin comnia derrovi dellibus eos ea estias aspitaturis 

moluptatus everro odi ut ea velenem secat alibusa pellita 

ecatate ceratat.dis aut et hillesequo es quiasit atquunt et, 

sum aut doluptat licid quiae ni cum ad ma dolupta tenitat 

emporib usamendent a debisquod quibus dem et velicil 

icipsus e.

PROVENANCE: 

XXXX
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TORSO OF ISIS

Egyptian, Ptolemaic period, 332-32 BC
Basalt
H.: 15 cm. – W.: 9 cm. – D.: 6 cm. 

Provenance: 
Former Parisian private collection since the 1940s.
Thence by descent. 

HORUS FALCON

Egyptian, Ptolemaic period, circa 305-30 BC
Red granite
H.: 50 cm. – W.: 19.5 cm. – D.: 40 cm.

Provenance:
On the French art market. 
Sold by Bonhams London, “Fine Antiquities”, 4 July 1995, lot 43.
Then in the collection of Gottfried and Helga Hertel, Cologne, acquired at the above sale.

SPHEROIDAL VASE

Egyptian, Predynastic period, Naqada III, circa 3200-3000 BC
Diorite
H.: 13 cm. – D.: 21 cm. 

Provenance: 
Former Belgian private collection of Mr. M. C., acquired in the 1980s.



BLOCK STATUE INSCRIBED

Egyptian, New Kingdom, Dynasty XVIII, circa 1550-1292 BC
Basalt
H.: 20.5 cm. – W.: 17 cm. – D.: 20 cm. 

Provenance: 
Former European collection since at least the 1940s-1950s based on the mounting. 
Then in the private collection of Gaston Swaton (1877-1956), France. 
By descent to his grand-daughter. 

STELEPHORUS STATUE 

Egyptian, New Kingdom, Dynasty XVIII, circa 1400-1292 BC
Granite 
H.: 21.5 cm. – W.: 18 cm. – D.: 16 cm. 

Provenance:
In the Galerie des Saints Pères, 6th arrondissement, Paris, on November 1982. 
Then acquired by Norma-Jean and Bernard V. Bothmer (1912-1993), on 8 September 1984.

KNEELING MAN INSCRIBED IN THE NAME OF HOR   

Egyptian, 3rd Intermediate period, Dynasty XXV, 8th - 7th century BC
Basalt
H.: 18 cm – W.: 11 cm. – D.: 19 cm. 

Provenance: 
Former Parisian private collection, acquired from the art dealer Hassani Abd-el-Galeel, 
Luxor, on 27 December 1973. 
Thence by descent. 



BUST OF A DIGNITARY

Egyptian, New Kingdom, Ramesside period, Dynasty XIX, 14th - 12th century BC 
Reemployed during the 3rd Intermediate period, Dynasty XXII, 10th - 8th century BC
Grey granite 
H.: 56 cm. – W.: 52 cm. – D.: 24 cm. 

Provenance: 
Former collection of Valère Mabille (1840-1909), acquired circa 1880-1900. 
By descent to his grandson Henri Borel de Bitche (1892-1953), Château de Ramezée, Belgium. 
On loan at the Musée de Mariemont from 1944 until the late 1960s. 
Then in a private Belgian collection.

SHABTI IN THE NAME OF NEDJEM-IB

Egyptian, Middle Kingdom, late Dynasty XII - early Dynasty XIII, circa 1800-1640 BC
Brown serpentine
H.: 28 cm. – W.: 7 cm. – D.: 7 cm. 

Provenance: 
Formerly in the collection of Raphaël Stora (1886-1963), New York.
Then with James E. Le Père, 3 East Third Street, New York. 
Sold to Norbert Choucroun (1925-1996), Houston, on 13 September 1985. 
Then in the collection of Will McLendon, Houston.

SEATED STATUE OF INEFER 

Egyptian, Late Period, Dynasty XXV or Dynasty XXVI
Aswan granite
H.: 32 cm. – W.: 25.5 cm. – D.: 11 cm. 

Provenance: 
Sold in a public Antique sale in 1950-1960, lot 41, according to an extract of the catalogue. 
Acquired by Marguerite Bordet (1909-2014), visual artist. 
Then in a Parisian private collection from 1999.



HEAD OF A MAN SO-CALLED “EGGHEAD” 

Egyptian, Late Period - early Ptolemaic period, 4th century BC 
Granodiorite 
H.: 16.5 cm. – W.: 11 cm. – D.: 13 cm. 

Provenance: 
Former private collection of Baron Alain de Rothschild (1910-1982), probably acquired in the 
1950s. Thence by descent. 

NESKHONSOU IPOUY AND HIS WIFE TAKHARYT

Egyptian, 2nd Intermediate period, Dynasty XVII, 17th - 16th century BC
Granodiorite
H.: 33 cm. – W.: 23 cm. – D.: 14 cm.

Provenance: 
Former British collection of Lady V. S. Meux (1852-1910), Theobald’s Park, Hertfordshire. 
Sold with her collection in 1911.
On view at the Galerie Yvonne Moreau-Gobard in 1977.
The former French private collection of Mr. Guy Delbès (1928-2019) since the 1980s.

Publications:
- E. A. Wallis Budge, Egyptian Antiquities in the possession of Lady Meux [...], London, 1896, p. 150.
- S. Connor, Être et paraître : Statues Royales et privées [...], London, Golden House Publications 
(Middle Kingdom Studies, 10), 2020, p. 295.

HEAD OF AN OFFICIAL

Egyptian, New Kingdom, early to mid Dynasty XVIII, circa 1550-1390 BC
Black granite
H.: 13 cm. – W.: 16 cm. – D.: 12 cm.

Provenance: 
Former English private collection since the late 19th - early 20th century based on the custom-
made and inscribed alabaster base. 
Dina (1928-2021) and Raphael (1924-1999) Recanati, New York, acquired circa 1974; thence 
by bequest until present day.



SPHEROIDAL VASE

Egyptian, Predynastic period, Naqada III, circa 3200-3000 BC
Diorite
H.: 18 cm. – D.: 28 cm. 

Provenance: 
Former Belgian private collection of Mr. M. C., acquired in the 1980s.

FEMALE PORTRAIT HEAD

Egyptian, Ptolemaic period, 2nd - 1st century BC
Basalt
H.: 23 cm. – W.: 17 cm. – D.: 16 cm.

Provenance:
Former collection of Sir Jacob Epstein (1880-1959), pioneer of modern sculpture, New York 
and London.
Then in the collection of Bruce McAlpine, London.
Then former collection of James and Marilynn Alsdorf, acquired from the above in 1974.

KNEELING MAN

Egyptian, 3rd Intermediate period, Dynasty XXV, circa 670-660 BC
Red granite
H.: 22 cm. – W.: 13 cm. – D.: 16 cm. 

Provenance:
Former French private collection, Rouen, acquired before 1960. 



NAOPHOROUS

Egyptian, Late period, Dynasty XXVI, 7th - 6th century BC
Granite
H.: 21 cm. – W.: 8.5 cm. – D.: 16 cm. 

Provenance: 
Former collection of Louis-Benjamin Fleuriau de Bellevue (1761-1852), La Rochelle. 
By descent in the same family. 
Sold at Beaussant Lefèvre, “Archéologie, Art d’Orient, Art d’Asie”, Drouot Paris,  
15 November 2013, lot 19. 
Then in a Parisian private collection.

HAND HOLDING A DUCK

Egyptian, New Kingdom, Dynasty XXVIII, circa 1570-1350 BC
Basalt 
H.: 20 cm. – W.: 15 cm. – D.: 8 cm. 

Provenance: 
Former Swiss private collection, acquired on the Parisian art market in the 1980s. 

FEMININE DRAPERY 

Roman, 2nd century AD 
Marble
H.: 185 cm. – W.: 58 cm. – D.: 47 cm. 

Provenance: 
Former American private collection of a Lady, probably acquired between 1970s and 1990s. 
Sold by her at Sotheby’s New York, “Antiquities”, 14 June 2000, lot 89. 
Then in a French private collection, Villa Chantarella, Cap d’Antibes. 



LABRUM

Roman, 1st century AD
Marble
H.: 85 cm. – W.: 61 cm. – D.: 60.5 cm. 
Restorations from the 18th century.
 
Provenance:
Former European collection since the late 18th - early 19th century based on the restoration 
techniques. 
Former Parisian private collection since 1970s - 1980s. 
Thence by descent. 

HERM OF A SATYR

Roman, 1st century BC - 1st century AD
Basanite 
H.: 60 cm. – W.: 18.5 cm. – D.: 17 cm. 

Provenance: 
Former European collection since the 1950s based on the restoration techniques and 
mounting. 
Then former British collection acquired at Newark Antiques Fair in 2019. 

FRIEZE WITH A THEATRE MASK OF BACCHUS 

Roman, first half of the 1st century AD
Terracotta
H.: 41 cm. – W.: 48 cm. – D.: 13 cm. 
 
Provenance:
Former Belgian private collection of Jacques Shotte (1928-2007), acquired circa 1962, 
probably from Münzen und Medaillen, Basel.



THEATRICAL MASK

Hellenistic, circa 3rd - 2nd century BC
Marble
H.: 23 cm. – W. : 20 cm. – D. : 9 cm.

Provenance:
Former collection of Theodoros A. Zoumboulakis, Athens.
Acquired by Patrick A. Doheny (1923-2014), Beverly Hills, in 1961.
Thence by descent. 









Words by 
Antoinette Schneider - Rose-Aimée Tixier

Gladys & Ollivier Chenel

Photography by 
Adrien Chenel

Printed by
Burlet Graphics

With the participation of
Vincent Martagex and Théophile Chenel.

No part of this publication may be transmitted in any form or by any means, 
electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording or any storage  

or retrieval system, without prior permission from the copyright holders and publishers. 

Published in September 2023
In an edition of 600. 





3 Quai Voltaire, 75007 Paris
Tel. +33 1 42 97 44 09

www.galeriechenel.com / contact@galeriechenel.com




